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Fro L SDQ G@XQ½R CDRJ 

Dear beloved Sisters and brothers, 

By the will of God and the blessing of His 

Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, 

the primate Diocese of the Armenian 

Church of America (Eastern), we will 

start our Sunday Schoolôs 2010-2011 year 

with new schedule and teachers on 

September 2010. 

The Sunday school schedule is: twice a 

month, children with their teachers and 

parents will participate in the Divine 

Liturgy. Boys are going to serve on the 

Holy Altar as altar boys and the girls in the Church Choir. During the Liturgy, 

Sunday School students will do the Holy Bible readings and after receiving a 

greeting from the Altar, they will share it with all the faithful.  

Before Holy Communion, I will give a sermon for Sunday school students 

according to the Sunday school class schedule. After receiving the Holy 

Communion, students and their teachers will return to their classrooms to continue 

their classes.  

The other two Sundays, students are going to take part in a Liturgy after their 

Sunday School classes. 

Starting the new school year, teachers are going to have meetings and discussions 

once a month and seminars once every three months. Teachers will follow how 

students perform in their classes. Afterwards every parent is going to receive their 

childôs progress by e-mail from the Sunday School Superintendent Christine 

Corwin. 

With these vision and goals, we are starting the new School year. We hope that our 

future generation to be educated and versed into Christianity. We will use all our 

resources to teach the Holy Liturgy, the Holy Bible and Holy Songs as well as the 

history of Armenian Church and culture to our children.  

However, my beloved, we will not have any achievements in this ministry without 

your help and support by encouraging and believing in what we do. If you feel 

your children have a call to serve our God or a gift to sing or to play an instrument 



you should encourage them to do so. If you ever see them doing something wrong, 

teach them the right way with your parental and friendly love. Only this way we 

will achieve our goals.  

Also, my blessings and appreciations to our past and present Sunday School 

Superintendents and teachers for their dedication, I wish them the help and 

guidance of Holy Spirit in this blessed mission. 

Let hope and optimism lead us by remembering these words, which say;  ñ We will 

consolidate our future educated and wise generation by educating and 

upbringing their souls”. 

I wish all of us the love and wisdom of God for the success of this important 

mission. AMEN.    

With Love and Prayers.   

Fr. Martiros  

 

PARISH COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS  

By the time you receive this issue of the PAROS, we will be 

heading into fall season, The Parish Council and its 
organizations are busy making arrangements for our major 
events.  

Sunday School will be starting the school year with a new 
format. Sunday School registration is Sunday, September 12th.  
But here's the sixty-four thousand dollar question: Do you know 
the names of all our Sunday School students? And the bonus 
question: Do you know who their parents are? If not, go up to 
them and introduce yourself.  For more information regarding 

Sunday School, contact our new Sunday School Superintendent, Christine Corwin at 440-655-
7087.   

Our Church Choir has begun having regular Choir Rehearsals, under the direction of our pastor, 
Der Martiros.  During the summer, we welcomed our new Choir Director, Maral Demirjian.  If 
one of your God given talents is the gift of singing and music, pleasure share it for Glory of God.  
If interested, please contact the Choir Chairman, Anita Arpajian at 440-331-6242. 

By the time you receive this PAROS, our Annual Church Picnic will be a pleasant memory.  
Weôd like to take this opportunity to thank Anton Yeranossian for accepting to be chairman of 
this yearôs church picnic. The picnic is always a great opportunity for fellowship, good food and 
good times, while supporting the church! 

 



Our Womenôs Guild is hard at work planning the Annual Food Festival and Bazaar.  Back by 
popular demand are the Bazaar Co-Chairmen: Leslie Bagdasarian and Nina Setrakian.  The 
Bazaar is being expanded to start at 5 p.m. Friday evening, October 1st and runs through 
Sunday, October 3rd.  Come join in the fun and fellowship by taking part in one of the great 
volunteering   opportunities.  Contact  Lisa  Richardson,  216-403-2996   or   Yn. Hasmik 
Hakobyan 440-840-1584 or Sona  Torosian 216-570-3904.  This is the BIGGEST event of the 
year.   

Tell your family and friends!  Come participate, support and enjoy plus more! 

Attention everyone, mark Sunday, October 10th on your calendar.  St. Gregory of Narek will host 
an Ecumenical Service and Reception to introduce our Pastor, Rev. Fr. Martiros Hakobyan to 
the ecumenical community.  This event is open to the community.  His Eminence Viken 
Aykazian, the Diocesan Ecumenical Officer, will preside over the event.  Watch your mailbox for 
more details. 

Also our monthly Café Nights were on hiatus for the summer months and will resume in October 
on Friday, October 29th.  Many thanks to Zhan and Indira Askaryan who have done an excellent 
job in coordinating the Café Nights for the past few years.  Yn. Hasmik Hakobyan has graciously 
accepted to coordinate future Café Nights. Please call Yeretzgin Hasmik at 440-840-1584 if you 
are interested in organizing one of the upcoming Café Nights. 

There is much work still ahead of uséWe must remember to stay strong and stay together.  Our 
faith will see us through everything and rememberéòLet all you do be done in love.ò   

Until next time,  

Mona Karoghlanian,  

Parish Council Chairman 

 

In Memoriam: Norair Odabashian (1924-2010) 

It is with great sorrow, that we wish to inform the faithful of St. Gregory of Narek Armenian Church 

of the passing of Mr. Norair Odabashian, the father of the Very Rev. Fr. Simeon Odabashian (our 

beloved former pastor), who passed away on August 9, 2010, in Dedham, Mass. He was 85. 
 

Dirahayr Norair was a kind and pious gentleman, deeply patriotic, and profoundly devoted to Christ 

and the church. A veteran of World War II, he was a member of the Knights of Vartan Ararat Lodge, 

and was a founding member of Bostonôs great Yerevan Choral Society. The beauty and dignity of his 

character are clearly reflected in the lives of his children, who have all become honorable and 

admirable pillars of our church. 
 

Our hearts go out to his wife, Diramayr Zabel; to his children Hayr Simeon, Marsha, Barry and his 

wife, Christine; to his grandchildren Rachel and Sarah; to his brother Gerard; and to all of Dirahayrôs 

friends and loved ones. 



The wake took place on Thursday, August 12th while the funeral service for Dirahayr Norair took 

place at Holy Trinity Armenian Church in Cambridge, Mass. on Friday, August 13th. 
 

Many of us will remember Dirahayr Norair's many visits to Cleveland while Hayr Simeon was our 

pastor.  He could be found fixing something somewhere on the property.  We all have happy 

memories of those days. 
 

We will have a Hokehankist Service next Sunday, August 22nd in memory of Dirahayr Norair 

Odabashian. 
 

May our Lord grant rest to His servant Dirahayr Norair Odabashian, and remember him on the great 

day of his judgment. 

 

   Feasts of the Armenian Church in September & October 
 

September 12 
Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

October 9 
Holy Translators 

 

Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

 

Every autumn, the Armenian Church celebrates the Exaltation of the Holy Cross (known as 

Khachverats in Armenian) on the Sunday nearest to September 14. This year, the feast falls on 

September 12. It is one of the five major feasts of the Armenian Church (Christmas and 

Theophany, Easter, Transfiguration, Assumption and Exaltation of the Holy Cross). 

The liturgy is marked with antasdan service (blessing of the fields) during which the 

processional cross is adorned with basil (a symbol of royalty) and the four corners of the church 

are blessed as a sign of the sanctification of the world. 

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing.  But to us who are being saved, it is 

the power of God.  (1 Corinthians 1:18) 

 

The passage above -- written by St. Paul in his First Letter to the Corinthians --shows that even 

from the time of the Apostles, the Holy Cross was recognized as the symbol of salvation for all 

Christians. 

The Exaltation is connected with several historical events, each of which involves the "raising 

up" or glorification of the cross.  An early tradition identifies St. James, the brother of the Lord -- 

one of Jesus' 12 Apostles and the first bishop of Jerusalem -- as the first to exalt a cross.  Taking 

in hand a likeness (or perhaps an actual piece) of the original cross of the Crucifixion, St. James 

elevated it before the people, and venerated it as a symbol of "the power of God," praying: "We 

prostrate ourselves before your cross, O Christ."  Those very words in Armenian -- Khachi ko, 

Krisdos, yergirbakanemk -- are still repeated in our church services. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Processional_cross&action=edit&redlink=1


The five major Feast days of the Armenian Church are commemorated with extreme solemnity. 

The following day of each feast is Memorial Day dedicated to the deceased. 

Holy Translators 

The Feast of the Holy Translators is celebrated on the month of October. The Holy Translators 

are group of saints of Armenia Church. The October month is a cultural month of Armenians. 

This October feast honors the lives and accomplishments of the saints who founded the 

Armenian alphabet and translated the Bible into Armenian. The Armenians call this period the 

ñGolden Ageò.  These translators include Yeghishe, Moses the Poet, David the Philosopher, 

Gregory of Narek, and Nersess the Graceful.  This spirit and legacy are inspirational for all of us 

to continue their efforts today.  The word ñTranslatorò means "Interpreterò. St. Mesrob wrote 

many biblical commentaries. He is one of the apexes of this group of Holy Translators. 

Below is a small introduction on St. Gregory of Narek, since our Church was named after him. 

St. Gregory of Narek 

 

One of the greatest religious poet in Armenian history, the best loved of all Armenian literary 

figures in later agesis Grigor Narekatsi (Gregory of Narek). 

Born in the middle of tenth century to a family of scholarly churchmen, St. Gregory entered 

Narek Monastery on the south-east shore of Lake Van at a young age. Shortly before the first 

millennium of Christianity, Narek Monastery was a thriving center of learning. These were the 

relatively quiet, creative times before the Turkic and Mongol invasions that changed Armenian 

life forever. Armenia was experiencing a renaissance in literature, painting, architecture and 

theology, of which St. Gregory was a leading figure. Gregoryôs reputation is based on the large 

number of hymns for feast days and most especially a collection of mystical prayers known as 

the Book of Lamentations. So famous, that this book became commonly known as ñNarekò. The 

Book of Lamentations contains ninety-five poems, each of which is entitled ñConversation with 

God from the depth of the heartò. These prayers deal with separation and reunion with God, 

dwelling in particular on the mysticôs anguish at the separation caused by sin and his yearning 

for union. The language is often obscure, but vivid and innovative. The Prayer Book is the work 

of his mature years. He called it his last testament: "its letters like my body, its message like my 

soul." St. Gregory left this world probably in 1010, but his voice continues to speak to us. 

From the Prayer Book 95. 

By your noble and glorious blood,  

offered unceasingly to please God who sent you,  

may the dangers be lifted from me, the condemned,  

may my transgressions be forgiven,  

may my vices be pardoned,  

may my shamelessness be forgotten,  

may my sentence be commuted,  

may the worms shrivel, 

may the wailing stop,  



and the gnashing of teeth fall silent. 

Let the laments lessen and tears dry.  

Let mourning end and darkness be banished.  

May the vengeful fire be tamped out  

and torments of every kind be exiled.  

 

WHY WE CELEBRATE A REQUIEM SERVICE?  

We often celebrate a requiem service after the Divine Liturgy, why? The Requiem Service is a 

ceremony conducted for souls who have entered their eternal rest. Literally, the Armenian word 

"hogehangist" means "rest for the souls". The Repose of Souls prayer or Requiem service is 

based on the teaching of communion with saints. 

All the Ancient Churches that believe in the immortality of soul, eternal life, resurrection of the 

dead and the Last Judgment day, celebrate Requiem service. According to the Armenian Church, 

the souls of the dead rest in special places before the resurrection - the just and the innocent in 

one place, and the sinful in the other. 

We, as Armenian Christians, pray for souls of dead and ask for the intercession of Saints. The 

Armenian Church has established the day following the five major feasts - Holy Christmas, Holy 

Resurrection, Transfiguration, Assumption of the Holy Mother of God and the Exaltation of the 

Holy Cross, as a day to commemorate and pray for the souls of dead, which is called "Merelots" 

in Armenian. 

 

Our Churchôs fathers teach us by saying ñif you want your prayers be heard by God, during your 

prayer, you have to remember the deceased souls, who are at rest, because by praying for their 

souls you can help them to be in peace, and also, you can receive the Heavenly Fatherôs 

blessing.ò  

What is the meaning of the fortieth day of the death service and why do we celebrate it for the 

deceased?  

We do this service according to the Holy Bible. As we know, after the Holy Resurrection of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, he was with his disciples for forty days until His Glorious Ascension. During 

those forty days, Jesus met and talked with people and disciples. So, they communicated and 

enjoyed Jesusô spiritual presence.  

It is the same for the deceased. When someone passes away, the soul stays in the world for forty 

days, than angels of God take the soul to the heaven. And that is why we pray to our Lord, so 

that he recognizes and forgives their souls in the Kingdom of Heaven.  

This is the meaning and explanation of Requiem service which we celebrate at the Church. Letôs 

always remember and pray for the souls of our parents and friends, because "Behold, now is the 

acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation"(2 Corinthians 6:2). The day of salvation is 



now while man lives on the earth and can repent, convert and believe, because he will not have 

these opportunities when he passes away. 

Edited from Fr. Martiros Hagobyan sermon 

 

A Journey to Cleveland:  Thelma Bagdasarian 

By Christine Corwin 

I recently began my mission of collecting stories describing how we each became a part of this 

community in, of all places in the world, Cleveland, Ohio.  I am proud to start my series with our 

very own, Thelma Bagdasarian.  To truly understand the events that led to Thelmaôs journey to 

Cleveland it is necessary to not only discuss the events of Thelmaôs life but also to retrace some 

key events that date back to even before Thelma was born. 

Thelmaôs father, Garabed (Charles), was born in 1900 in Ari, Keghi to Abraham and Agnes 

Astourian.  Fortunately, they were able to immigrate to St. Catherines, Canada when Charles was 

a young boy. 

Thelmaôs mother, Arshaluys (Louise), was born in the Village of Darman, Keghi in 1904 to 

Soghomon and Peruz Agajanian.  Luckily, Louiseôs uncle arranged for them to immigrate to 

Canada just before the Turkish invasions when she was around six years old.  They too settled in 

St. Catherines and her uncle stayed with them for a few years before returning to Armenia in 

order to retrieve the rest of his family.  Tragically, upon his return to Armenia he was captured 

and beheaded and his family that he was desperately trying to rescue did not survive.   

In St. Catherines, Charles and Louise went to elementary school together but as teenagers, 

Louise moved to Fresno, CA with her family and Charles moved to Detroit, MI with his.  The 

two stayed in touch through letters.  Years later, Charlesô parents told him it was time to find a 

nice girl and get married.  He said, ñI already know who Iôm going to marry.  I am going to 

marry Louise.ò  His parents approved of this plan.  And so it was. 

Charles and Louise had three sons: Setrag, Jirair , and Martiros , and then finally ten years later 

they had a little girl.  Louise wanted to name her new daughter Geraldine but Louiseôs mother-

in-law had heard a story years earlier with a character named Thelma.  And although this was 

hardly an Armenian name, she declared that this would be the name of her first granddaughter.  

And so it was. 

Thelma grew up in Detroit and did not attend church until she was in her early twenties.  When 

Thelma was around 21 years old, her youngest brother was planning his wedding and wanted to 

get married in the Armenian Church.  They needed to see what it was all about so Thelma 

accompanied her parents and brother to the old St. Johnôs Armenian Church where they sat 

through the two hour Badarak.  Thelma could not understand one word of the Armenian mass.  

But something about it must have captured young Thelma.  The next Sunday morning, Thelma 

approached her family who was lounging around and asked matter-of-factly, ñArenôt we going to 

church today?ò  No one had a good reason why they shouldnôt go, so they went.  And so it began 

that they went to church every Sunday. 



One day choir director Dn. Haroutune Ekizian who studied under Komitas Vartabed approached 

Thelma and her friend after church and asked them to join the Komitas Choir of St. Johnôs.  They 

both agreed and with this Thelma became an active member of the church. 

Because of her active involvement, Thelma was invited by her friend Martha to her motherôs 80
th
 

birthday party.  At the party, Marthaôs cousin Bob Bagdasarian who had traveled from Cleveland 

for his Auntôs birthday was looking for a place to sit.  A mutual friend invited Bob to sit with her 

and Thelma and together the three had a nice afternoon.  The next day, Thelma decided to call 

Martha to thank her for inviting her to the party.  While on the phone Mary asked Thelma to 

come over for dinner that night so Bob would have more people his age to talk to before 

returning to Cleveland.  She agreed and it was that evening that Thelma and Bob began their 

long-distance friendship.  About a year later in 1975 Bob Bagdasarian and Thelma Astourian 

were married and Thelma moved to Cleveland with her new husband. 

Thelma may have come to Cleveland through marriage, but it was through both the key events 

that occurred before she was born and her seemingly inconsequential actions during her life such 

as attending church, joining the choir, and making a phone call to say ñthank youò that ultimately 

led her here to be a part of the Armenian community of Cleveland.    

 

Meet Ani Baghdasarian and Sevag Packard 

 
I was born in Cambridge and grew up in a small suburb just west of the city: I was a true 

Bostonian through and through. And Sevag, a Swiss-Armenian from Geneva Switzerland, had 

spent the most recent five years in Boston. When we found out we were moving to Cleveland for 

Sevagôs medical training you can only imagine the cascade of questions that went rushing 

through our minds. However, the most prominent of these was; is there an Armenian church? We 

were extremely elated to find out that in fact there was a church. But it is only after living in 

Cleveland for an entire year that we have come to fully understand the true wonder that is St. 

Gregory of Narek. Quite simply, St. Gregory is not simply a church community, but a true 

family, in every sense of the word. From the moment Sevag and I stepped foot into the church, 

we felt like we always belonged here and were welcomed with introductions, warm embraces 

and genuine acceptance. These feelings have only increased with time. Simply put, the church 

and the incredible individuals who make up its parish, made us feel at home from day one. As 

Armenians, family is at the core of who we are. Moving to Cleveland, our church provided us 

with a connection and a sense of belonging that we never could have imagined possible.  

678 Richmond Road is constantly alive. We are always impressed with the organization and 

robust programming the church offers. Opportunities for fellowship are endless as are trips to 

explore and take advantage of the great city of Cleveland. We find it extremely inspiring that on 

any given Sunday there are at least forty people present at our Sourp Badarak. One of St. 

Gregoryôs true strengths is its diversity. Armenians from around the globe, young and old, first, 

second or third generation American come together every Sunday to celebrate our historic 

traditions and be one voice. We are truly grateful for the warm embrace into your family and feel 

honored to be a part of the Cleveland Armenian community. Regardless of where the future will 

take us, St. Gregory of Narek and its parishioners will forever have a special place in our hearts.  



SUNDAY SCHOOL  

Registration dates for the upcoming school year are September 5
th
 and 12

th
 in the 

cultural hall immediately following church service. 

 We warmly invite all children to join us for Sunday School.  We would love to see 

our youth congregation grow.  Our teachers are excited and anxious to share the 

Good News of Jesus with our children! 

A few significant changes will be taking place this fall.  First, I am excited and 

honored to be the new Superintendent of Sunday School.  I have been a Sunday 

School teacher for the past three years and with Der Martirosôs leadership will help 

the St. Gregory of Narek Sunday School fulfill its mission. 

Another important change was handed down to us from our Diocese Primate, 

Archbishop Khajag Barsamian.  The two-hour Sunday School morning program 

throughout our Diocese will incorporate one hour of traditional classroom 

instruction as well as one hour of active participation in the Divine Liturgy.  To 

phase this in at St. Gregory of Narek, we have decided to have our students 

participate in Diving Liturgy only bi-weekly instead of each week.   

Our purpose on Sunday morning is to celebrate the Holy Badarak as one body of 

faithfulðand so this new Sunday School format is cause for joy and 

enthusiasm.   We look forward to worshipping with you and your children. 

         Christine Corwin, Superintendent  

 

Meet our new choir director, Maral Demirjian  
 

Maral is well known in our community. She is the 20-

year-old daughter of Deacon Serop Demirjian and 

Louise Demirjian.  She attended our St. Gregory of 

Narek Sunday Scholl for 14 years as well as the 

AGBU Language School.  

 

Maral was an active executive member of the 

ACYOA Juniors.  She has been a councilor at Hye 

Camp and St. Nersess Armenian Seminary.  Maral 

attended and graduated from the Junior Choir 

Leadership Development Program (JCLDP), a three year program held in New York at the 

Ararat Center and  run by our Eastern Diocese.  She is well prepared to conduct the choir and is 



learning how to play the organ, like her Aunt Anita Arpajian. As Mona mentioned in her 

message, the responsibility of the choir runs in the family.  Maral is following her grandmother 

Jeannette Aurslanianôs footsteps who happens to be one of our past choir directors! 

 

St. Gregory of Narek currently enjoys three generations of choir members from the 

Aurslanian/Demirjian family.  

 

Maral graduated from Bay Village High School in 2008 and she is Junior at Cleveland State 

University.  She is studying to be a Speech Pathologist and hopes to acquire a minor in music 

therapy and psychology.   

 
Jr. ACYOA Gears Up for Another Successful Year! 

The Jr. ACYOA met on July 27, 2010 at Huntington Beach for a combined picnic and planning 

meeting.  The teens enjoyed a delicious potluck dinner.  During their meeting, our youth decided 

how to spend some of its hard-earned funds and what kind of activities with which to fill their 

2010-2011 calendar.  Among the worthy projects, the Jrôs voted to sponsor a CASP orphan 

(Children of Armenia Sponsorship Program).  Future activities in the planning include apple 

picking in the fall, and a lock-in with the Detroit chapter.  The group also thanked its 

ñgraduatingò members, Lisa Setrakian and Valerie Gideon, both of whom have served on the 

executive board and will soon be off to college.  We wish them much success in their future 

endeavors and appreciate their contributions to the growth of this wonderful organization! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

CHURCH SERVICES 

 

Sunday worship schedule 

Morning Service: 9:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.  

Divine Liturgy:  10:00 a.m. - 12:00 a.m.  

 

HOME BLESSINGS 

According to Armenian Church tradition, the homes of the faithful are blessed by the priest 

during the forty days after Christmas and Easter. Families who wish to have their homes blessed 

by the Pastor are asked to call the church office at 216-381-6590. 

MORNING SERVICE  

From Tuesday to Friday, Der Hay will  be conducting a morning service in the sanctuary. The 

service will begin at 10:00 a.m. and will last 20 minutes. Start your day off with Morning Service 

Prayers. 

 



PASTOR OFFICE HOURS 

Parish House: Tuesday through Friday from 10:30 to 2:00 pm. 

In case of emergency, you can contact Der Hayr through his cell phone 440-840-1583 or e.mail 

frmartiros@yahoo.com 

 

FELLOWSHIP HOURS  

Fellowship time is a great moment for our community to come together after Church Service. If 

you want to host a fellowship hour for the Community or a special occasion or in memory of a 

loved one, please contact Der Hayr for guidelines and availability of dates. 

HOKEHANKISD SERVICE  

If you wish to request a hokehankisd for your loved ones on a given Sunday, please be sure to 

submit their names to Der Martiros or Parish Council Chair Mona Karoghlanian on Thursday for 

printing in the Sunday bulletin. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Come learn about Armenian faith, Christianity and enjoy fellowship through fun crafts activities, 

field trips and participating in worship. There is something for everyone!  

There is a fun, safe environment in the nursery for children ages birth to three years, a 

preschool/kindergarten class, an elementary grade classroom, as well as an advanced teen group.  

Church School meets each Sunday, September through May, between the hours of 10:30 a.m. 

and noon.  

For more information, call Christine Corwin @ 440-449-0503. 
 

MILESTONES  

Baptism 

 

Ani Manukyan ï June 11. The proud parents are Armen & Marina. 

 

Resting in the Lord 

 

HEMAYAK SETRAKIAN ( Montreal, Canada) - June 18 at age 92. Beloved husband of 66 years 

of Arminee, father of Vahe, Berge & Sebouh. Devoted grand father and great grandfather. 

 

VARTOUHIE MALAJIKIAN (nee Emrikian) ï June 25 at age 82. Beloved wife of the late 

Assadour; dearest mother of Elizabeth (James), Marge (Ed), Mary (Frank), Sime (Preston) and 

Krikor (Minna); devoted grandmother of David, Anthony, Zachary, Ryan and Andrew; dear 

sister of Hagop and Haroutoun.  
 

May God enlighten their souls in peace and comfort their family members 

 

 

mailto:frmartiros@yahoo.com


In lieu of flowers 

 

In Memory of Vartouhie Malajikian  

 

James, Elizabeth & David Blankschaen; Mina, Krikor & Andrew Malajikian; Sime, Preston 

Summinguit; Mariam, Frank, Zachary & Ryan Young; Margaret, Ed, Anthony Zampino. Total: 

$600. 

 

In Memory of Hemayak Setrakian 

Anita Arpajian; Dick & Sandy Aurslanian; Harry & Jeanette Aurslanian; Archie & Silva 

Andonian; Serop & Louise Demirjian; Mona Karoghlanian; Krikor & Carol Ghazarian; Lisa & 

Sean Richardson; Arek & Sona Torosian. Total: $445. 
 

Donation for Paros—July 2010 to June 2011 

Obie & Mary Bagdasarian; Kikor & Carol Ghazarian; Haroutoun & Loucine Emrikian;  

Elizabeth Giammaria; Matig & Maguy Mavissakalian; Koharig & Martin Meketarian; James & 

Margaret Nardell; Total: $645. 

 

           Thank You! 

 

QUOTEé. 

ñThe Paros is beautiful, not only for the setup, but also for the wonderful contentò. AK 

 

 

DESIGNATED DONATIONS  
 
 Hall carpeting $1,000 from Nonna & Arthur Makaryan 

 Hall carpeting $1,150 from Serop & Louise Demirjian 

 Doors $850 from Serop & Louise Demirjian 

 Doors $850 from Sebouh & Nina Setrakian 

 AGBU Class Room Renovation from AGBU Cleveland Chapter 

 

 Church Grounds Beautification Project $500 in memory of Alex & Alice Bagdasarian 

from 

Ara & Leslie Bagdasarian Family 

Jay & Laura Bagdasarian Family 

Nancy & Antranig Barsamian Family 

Laure & Jeff Dean Family 

 

 



OUR GRATITUDE  
 
On behalf of the Pastor and Parish Council we would like to express our sincere appreciation to 

John & Kathy Shahinian for providing the expert manpower to clean up the fallen trees, brush 

and more in the rear of our property.  It certainly is easier on the eyes and ads to the curb appeal. 

 

PICNIC 2010 

 

Sponsor: Arslanian Brothers; Florence Goekjian; Todd Russell and Family: $800. 

Booster: Ara, Leslie, Julie & Alex Bagdasarian; Krikor & Carol Ghazarian: Wanda Ryan: $300. 
 

Cookbooks for Sale 

A 2
nd

 edition printing of our Cookbooks are for sale. If interested, please contact Thelma 

Bagdasarian 330-487-5374. The cost is $10 each. They make great gifts. 

 

GIFT CARDS 

Did you know that the Womenôs Guild sells gift cards?  There are hundreds of gift cards 

available for purchase through the Guild.  Gift cards make wonderful gifts for graduation, 

Fatherôs Day, birthdays, and teacher gifts.  Are you purchasing a new lawn mower this summer?  

Why not consider buying gift cards from Home Depot or Loweôs and using those gift cards for 

your purchase?   Will your family be going out to dinner to celebrate a birthday or special 

occasion?  Consider buying a gift card for the restaurant.  Youôll be helping the Guild at the 

same time!  The Guild makes a profit on every card that is sold.  Last year the Guild gift card 

program made a profit of nearly $850 and with everyoneôs support that number can easily 

double.  Please keep the Guildôs gift card program in mind when you are planning your 

shopping.  Contact Cindy Russell at cindyrussell@ameritech.net for more details. 

 

2010 Diocesan Summer Camp Program  

 

On August 7, at 6:00 am in a joyful and spiritual atmosphere, 17 children from age 9 to 

16 rode the bus towards Camp Hickory in Ingleside IL. They explored Armenian language, 

culture and religion, sports and many activities including dances, Olympics, talent shows, 

campfires and more.  They joined other Armenian children from the Mid ïWest. 

Thank you for this year coordinators: Lisa Richardson and Christine Corwin. 

 

mailto:cindyrusell@ameritech.net


 

COMMUNITY NEWS  

Seventy years ago during the world war as an unfinished art assignment there was this thought 

and concept which I classified as òthe unfinished symphonyò. This was embedded in my mind 

despite my other landscape, architecture, and portrait projects. I brought to life my particular 

art piece entitled ñLET US UNIFY AND GEAR TO PEACEò. George Sakian. 

On May 7, 2010, Garen Nazarian, Ambassador to Permanent Mission of the Republic of 

Armenian to the United Nations, New York, NY  accepted George Sakianôs painting entitled 

ñLET US UNIFY AND GEAR TO PEACEò to be showcased at the Mission of Armenia to the 

United Nations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note :  At the time when the electronic version of Paros was being finalized, 

we heard with great regrets  the passing away of George Sakian, on August 
21, 2010 . 

 

Why Does the Church Need Stewardship Donations?  

As the summer winds to a close and fall approaches, our thoughts turn to our childrensô return to 

school, the cool days ahead and the rush to finish remaining repairs to our homes. 

Our Church is our spiritual home and needs care and loving attention from all of us. It is our duty 

to continue the health and prosperity of our Armenian Church community and faith.  

EVERYONE is invited to make a Stewardship donation this year ï no matter how small ï 

everything  helps.  

Remember, Church Membership Dues only contribute 5% of our churchôs income.  

Please consider a tax deductible Stewardship donation as part of our Christian duty. We need 

your help to support our church community! 

Below are some examples of what your generosity has done and will do: 



Project 1:  The Roof of the Cultural Hall had leaks. It has been fixed thanks to your generous 

donation. 

  

 

Project 3:  The concrete foundation at the entrance to the hall is 

damaged and in need of repair. The cost will be several thousands 

of dollars. 

 

 

 

Project 4: Cultural Hall Improvements ï important because the hall not only provides a meeting 

place for our Armenian community but it is our primary means of raising money (through rentals 

and special events) for our church.  

Any amount will help! 

Carpeting and floor tiles need replacing in main hall 

(This project has some generous sponsors already! We are half way there!) 

 

¶ Hall Chairs need replacing (180 chairs at $65 each) 

¶ Hall Fluorescent Lights (4 at $40 each) 

¶ Hall Wrought Iron Railings ï sand and paint ($300) 

¶ Storage Cabinet in Foyer ($920) 

 

Project 5: Church Grounds 

The weeds and dead trees at the rear of the church property need to be cleaned up as well as the 

monthly costs of cutting and fertilizing the grass and plantings around the property. 

Sincerely, 

Ara A. Bagdasarian,  

Stewardship Coordinator 
 

 

 

Project 2:  The doors of our church and hall are in immediate need 

of refinishing and weather proofing.  Three doors of the cultural 

hall have been already fixed. The doors of the Church and the main 

door of the Cultural Hall need still to be fixed. Several thousands 

more are needed. 

THIS PROJECT  HAS BEEN PARTIALLY FUNDED 

BY GENEROUS PARISH IONERS ïTHANK YOU  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP DONATION 2010

Archavir & Sylva Andonian 500$            

Nat & Mary Arslanian 100$            

Ara & Leslie Bagdasarian Family 1,125$         

Jay & Laura Bagdasarian Family 125$            

Nancy and Antranig Barsamian Family 125$            

Audrey Bashian 50$              

Dr. Boghos Cutujian 350$            

Laure & Jeff Dean Family 125$            

Serop & Louise Demirjian (designated projects) 2,000$         

Krikor & Carol Ghazarian 400$            

Alice Hacherian 300$            

Jack & Mary Kananian 70$              

Anna Karayan 25$              

Armand & Arax Krikorian 100$            

Arthur & Nona Makaryan (designated project) 1,000$         

Zohrab & Agnes Markarian 400$            

Koharig & Martin Meketarian 100$            

Irvin Nersesov 350$            

Michael Mirzoyan 25$              

Martin & Lynn Sarafian 50$              

Chris & Christine Semarjian, in loving memory of Anahid Aghajanian 10,000$       

Sebouh & Nina Setrakian (designated project) 850$            

Katherine Shahinian 2,000$         

Marina Shahinian & Joseph Bedosky 500$            

Debra Venditti 600$            

Anonymous 120$            

21,390$      



 

Armenian Church of Iraq Primate Leads Country’s Council 

of Christian Church Leaders on Visit to U.S.  

Archbishop Avak Asadourian, the Primate of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of Iraq, led 

representatives of the country's ecumenical organization on an official visit to the US, where they 

met with members of Congress to discuss the situation of Christians in Iraq.  

Archbishop Asadourian is the general secretary of the Council of Christian Church Leaders of 

Iraq, which was established last February to address the growing safety concerns of Iraqi Christ- 

ians and to facilitate dialogue with the country's Muslim communities.  The council represents 

the 14 Christian traditions officially recognized by the Iraqi government in 1982. 

From July 12 to 15, the delegation visited Washington, D.C., meeting with members of 

Congress. They spoke about ways to safeguard the Christian communities of Iraq, which have 

come under threat amidst the sectarian violence of the country. About half of the estimated 1.2 

million Christians living in Iraq prior to the start of the Iraq War in 2003 have left the country in 

the past seven years. And Christian families continue to leave Iraq in the face of attacks on 

clergy and lay people.  

The Diocese runs Sunday Schools, a youth association, and other educational and cultural 

programs. "The Armenian community of Iraq is a vibrant community dedicated to maintaining 

the message of our Lord, as well as the Armenian heritage," Archbishop Asadourian said. At the 

same time, he added, Armenians, just like other Christian communities of Iraq, face a major 

challenge in ensuring future growth.  

Armenians have long been one of its smallest communities with little political influence.  

From the Diocese Website 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 
Armenian Church  

St Gregory the Illuminator in Baghdad  
 



                 9th Annual  

Armenian Food  

Festival and Bazaar  
Sponsored by St Gregory of Narek Womenõs Guild 

 
Friday October 1, 2010      5 ð 9 pm 
Saturday October 2, 2010    11 am ð 9 pm 
Sunday October 3, 2010     12 ð 6 pm 

 

St Gregory of Narek Armenian Church Cultural Hall 
678 Richmond Road, Richmond Heights, Ohio (across from Richmond Town Center)  

 
                                              

 

 

Festival Hotline for Information : 216-543-5350 

www.st-gregory-narek.org 

 

 

 

 

~ Armenian Food & Pastries   ~   Cultural Display   ~   Nearly New Shoppe   ~   

Armenian Music  ~ Prize Raffle & much more... 

 

Start saving your gently used & clean  household 

items to Donate for the Nearly New Shoppe  

Items Wanted:  

Toys, Games, Puzzles, Costume Jewelry, Giftware, Decorative Items, 
Sports Equipment, Linens, Holiday Items, CDs, Videos, DVDs, Books, 
etcé 

Please NO clothing, footwear, computers or furniture!!! 

Tax deduction receipts will be available on request. 
Please suggest prices for items of higher value.                                                                               
For more information, call Cheryl Arslanian 440-289-8734 
or email her at aucaa@yahoo.com 

 

http://www.st-gregory-narek.org/
mailto:aucaa@yahoo.com


Hall for Rent  

for all occasions  

BIRTHDAYS  

BAPTISMS 

CONFIRMATIONS  

SHOWERS 

PARTIES 

BANQUETS 

FUND RAISING EVENTS 

 
ST. GREGORY OF NAREK CULTURAL HALL  

678 RICHMOND ROAD 

RICHMOND HEIGHTS, OH  44143 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO RESERVE THE HA LL CALL  

 MARIE CAMPBELL AT 216 -297-9570 

   

REASONABLE RENTAL  RATES 

PROVIDE YOUR OWN FOO D OR BRING CATERER 

CALL FOR A TOUR AND MORE INFORMATION!  

 

 



Any question or concern, please feel free to contact Mona 

Karoghlanian, Parish Council Chairman, via e-mail  

monakaroghlanian@windstream.net or cell phone at 330-256-4955 

 
Pastor: Rev. Fr. Martiros Hakobyan  
Telephone: 216-381-6590 

E-mail: FrMartiros@Yahoo.com 

E-mail: armenianchurchcle@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.st-gregory-narek.org 

 

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS  

President   Fr. Martiros Hakobyan  

Chairman   Mona Karoghlanian 

Vice Chairman  Anton Yeranossian 

Secretary   Anita Arpajian 

Treasurer   Sebouh Setrakian 

Assistant Treasurer  Zhan Askaryan 

Advisors   Nonna Makaryan 

    Dn. Serop Demirjian 

 

Diocesan Delegate  Dn. Serop Demirjian 

 

Sunday School, Superintendent Christine Corwin, christine@corwinjenkins.com 

A.C.Y.O.A. juniors, Chair   Anna Avitsian, aavitsian@gmail.com 

Women's Guild, Chair   Lisa Richardson, LSRichardson@sbcglobal.net 

 

PAROS is the official newsletter of St. Gregory of Narek Armenian Apostolic Church 

It is being published 6 times a year. 

Editor : Sebouh Setrakian, setrakian@roadrunner.com 
Submit your articles or announcements to the editor.  

If you would like to receive PAROS in electronic version only, please notify the editorial staff. 

Parish Council and Editorial Committee gratefully accept contribution to help defray the 

expenses of publishing and mailing Paros, which amount to approximately $500 per issue. 

CNM½S ENQFDS SN check our web site 

www. st - gregory - narek.org  for the 

latest news and events.  

Web Master: Anita Arpajian  

mailto:monakaroghlanian@windstream.net
mailto:FrMartiros@Yahoo.com
mailto:armenianchurchcle@gmail.com
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